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Updated: 5/5/2011

Brucella Screen, Canine

Specimen Required: 1 SST or 1 RTT
Minimum:  0.5 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM)

Reported Time:

IFA

Comments: Positive results should be confirmed by 
AGID. This is a send-out test to Cornell 
University (SO4 - Brucellosis 
Confirmation). Additional charges will 
apply. This will not be sent without 
client approval.

201

Normal Test Value: Negative

Updated: 5/4/2011

Buffy Coat Cytology

Specimen Required: 1 LTT

Reviewed on days

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

Run as received

Reported Time:

Cytology
1318

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Cytology, Buffy Coat

Descriptive Report

Updated: 4/28/2011

BUN (Blood Urea Nitrogen)

Specimen Required: 1 SST or 1 RTT,
Minimum:  0.1 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry
108

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN)

Canine:     6 - 29 mg/dl
Feline:    10 - 35 mg/dl
Equine:   10 - 25 mg/dl

Updated: 4/28/2011

BUN and Creatinine

Specimen Required: 1 SST or RTT, 0.5 ml serum
Minimum:  0.1 ml serum

Same Day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry

Comments: Test includes BUN and Creatinine only, 
no ratio.

48

Normal Test Value: See Report

Updated: 5/4/2011

BUN/Creatinine Ratio

Specimen Required: 1 SST or RTT, 0.5 ml serum
Minimum:  0.1 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry

Comments: Result includes BUN, Creatinine and 
BUN/Creatinine ratio

109

Normal Test Value: See Report
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Updated: 4/28/2011

Calcium

Specimen Required: 1 SST
Minimum:  0.1 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry
110

Normal Test Value: Canine:     8.0-12.0 mg/dl
Feline:      8.0-12.0 mg/dl
Equine:   10.0-13.6 mg/dl

Updated: 4/28/2011

Cancellation Fee

Comments: Cancellation fee is charged for technical 
time and supplies if a histo request is 
cancelled after the point of tissue 
embedding.

188

Test Alias: Fee for Cancellation

Updated: 4/28/2011

Canine Dexamethasone Suppression

Specimen Required: PLEASE NOTE:
Submit all three samples together.  
Centrifuge, separate serum into a sterile 
transport tube (CTT), and refrigerate or 
freeze until transport to the Lab.

NOTE: During the low dose 
dexamethasone suppression test, 
patient stress should be kept to a 
minimum. No other diagnostic 
procedures or grooming should be 
performed during the testing period.

PROTOCOL (Canine):
Low Dose:
1.  Collect 0.5 ml serum pre-injection.
2.  Inject 0.01 mg/kg dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate IV.
3.  Collect 2 post samples at 3-4 and 8 
hours post injection.

High Dose:
1.  Collect 0.5 ml serum pre-injection.
2.  Inject 0.1 mg/kg dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate IV.
3.  Collect 2 post samples at 4 and 8 
hours post injection.  Label each tube 
accordingly.
DO NOT FREEZE SPECIMENS IN GLASS 
TUBES.

AM set ups same day/No AM on Mon

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Friday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

RIA

Comments: A dexamethasone suppression is done 
to CONFIRM clinical suspicion of 
hyperadrenocorticism.  Stressful 
diseases (ill diabetics, renal failure, etc.) 
and current drug therapy may cause 
false positives.

Prednisone, prednisolone, and other 
corticosteroids (except dexamethasone) 
will cross react. Long term steroid 
therapy will suppress adrenal function. 
Recommend these drugs be 
discontinued at least 48 hrs before 
testing.

Extra charge for more than 3 samples - 
please call the Laboratory for 
information.

LDDST INTERPRETATION:
Confirmation of hyperadrenocorticism:
Normal:      8 hr post < 1.0 ug/dl
Hyperadrenocorticism: 
                   8 hr post > 1.4 ug/dl
Equivocal:  8 hr post 1.0-1.4 ug/dl

38

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Dexamethasone Suppression, Canine

SEE COMMENTS
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Discrimination (pituitary dependent vs 
primary adrenal disease) - Only if the 8 
hr post is >1.4 ug/dl and there is a 
clinical suspicion of 
hyperadrenocorticism, then pituitary 
dependent disease is confirmed if:
1)  4 hr cortisol is <1.4 ug/dl  
OR
2)  4 hr or 8 hr cortisols are less than
50% of the baseline (but 8 hr still >1.4 
ug/dl). 

Note:  
Up to 40% of pituitary dependent and 
adrenal dependent 
hyperadrenocorticoid dogs do not show 
suppression. These dogs require 
HDDST, ACTH concentrations and/or 
abdominal imaging for further 
characterization.

HDDST INTERPRETATION:  A high dose 
dexamethasone suppression test 
(HDDST) is done on previously 
confirmed cases of 
hyperadrenocorticism to help determine 
the origin (i.e. pituitary or adrenal 
gland). 
*If the 8 hr post-dex cortisol is < 1.4 
ug/dl or <50% of the baseline, then 
pituitary dependent disease is 
confirmed.

If the 8 hr result is >/= 1.4 ug/dl or 
>50% of baseline, then the origin may 
be either pituitary or adrenal gland. 
Further testing (e.g. endogenous ACTH, 
diagnostic imaging) might be 
considered.

Updated: 4/28/2011

Canine Distemper, FA

Specimen Required: LTT or conjunctival smears, or both

Next Day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM)

Reported Time:

IFA
621

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Distemper, FA (Canine)

Negative

Updated: 4/28/2011

Canine Distemper/Parvo Immunization Screen

Specimen Required: 1 SST or 1 RTT,
minimum: 0.5 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday, Thursday

(AM)

Reported Time:

IFA

Comments: This test screens for antibodies to 
canine distemper and parvovirus.

156

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Immunization Screen, Canine
Vaccination Screen, Canine

> 1:50 Considered protective under
normal circumstances.
< 1:50 Recommend vaccination.

Updated: 4/28/2011

Canine IgA (Immunoglobulin A)

Specimen Required: 1 SST or RTT
Minimum: 0.5 ml serum

48 hours

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM)

Reported Time:

Radial Immunodiffusion
632

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: IgA, Canine
Immunoglobulin A, Canine

See Report
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Updated: 5/5/2011

Canine Progesterone

Specimen Required: 1 RTT
Minimum:  1 ml serum

Next day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Friday

Reported Time:

Chemiluminescent Assay/RIA

Comments: This test code is for canine use only.  
After the initial test, follow-up testing is 
offered.  Use test code #747, 
Progesterone Follow-up, Canine.

Dog:
To best predict optimal breeding dates, 
results should be interpreted in 
conjunction with vaginal cytology 
(Canine Breeding Panel, Test #1647).  
At ovulation, serum progesterone 
concentration ranges from 4-10 ng/ml.  
Optimal breeding (fresh semen) is 2 
days after ovulation (if frozen semen:  4 
days after ovulation).  

For timing of whelping, progesterone 
decreases to <2 ng/ml 36-48 hours 
prior to whelping.

This test code is for canine use only.  All 
other species use Progesterone test 
code #647

547

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Progesterone, Canine

See Report

Updated: 5/5/2011

Canine Relaxin for Pregnancy

Specimen Required: 1 GRNTT (lithium heparin) or 
1 BTT or SST/RTT

Minimum:  0.5 ml  heparinized plasma 
or whole blood

Markedly hemolyzed or lipemic samples 
should not be used.

Timing of Sample:
If bitch was bred at the appropriate 
time in her estrous cycle, pregnancy can 
be detected as early as 22-27 days after 
the last breeding (26-31 days following 
the LH surge). Relaxin remains elevated 
throughout pregnancy until whelping 
(or fetal death). FOR OPTIMAL 
PREGNANCY DIAGNOSIS, ADVISE 
TESTING BEYOND THE 30 DAYS SINCE 
LAST BREEDING.

Rechecking:
If uncertain about timing of breeding or 
fertile periods, it is recommended that a 
negative test be confirmed by retesting 
1 week later to insure adequate time 
has been allowed for implantation. A 
weak positive result may be observed at 
the beginning of the pregnancy. It is 
recommended to repeat the test on a 
fresh sample 1 week later to confirm 
pregnancy.

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM)

Reported Time:

EIA

Comments: Relaxin rises after implantation of a 
fertilized egg.  Implantation occurs 26-
31 days after the LH surge.

300

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Plasma Relaxin Assay, Canine
Pregnancy Test, Canine
Relaxin, Canine

Positive or Negative
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Updated: 4/28/2011

Canine T4, Add-on

Specimen Required: 1 SST or 1 RTT
Minimum: 0.5 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry

Comments: Available as add-on to existing panel.
Previous case ID is required to activate 
the discounted price.

High and low values are verified by RIA.

1237

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: T4, Add-on (Canine)

See Report

Updated: 4/28/2011

Carbon Dioxide

Specimen Required: 1 SST or RTT, 1 ml serum
Minimum:  0.1 ml serum

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Spectrophotometry

Comments: Total CO2 is an estimate of serum 
bicarbonate.

111

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: CO2
Total CO2

Canine:   18 - 26 mEq/l
Feline:    17 - 24 mEq/l
Equine:   20 - 32 mEq/l

Updated: 4/28/2011

CBC w/Diff, Fibrinogen, Plasma Protein

Specimen Required: 1 LTT
Air dried peripheral blood smears

Same Day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Refractometry/Flow Cytometry
34

Normal Test Value: See Report

Updated: 5/3/2011

CBC w/Differential

Specimen Required: 1 LTT
Air-dried smears

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Flow Cytometry

Comments: Available as a follow-up if ordered 
within 30 days of original sample.

44

Normal Test Value: See Report

Updated: 4/28/2011

CBC w/Differential and Plasma Protein

Specimen Required: 1 LTT
Air dried peripheral blood smears

Same Day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Refractometry/Flow Cytometry
24

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Plasma Protein and CBC w/Diff

See Report

Updated: 5/4/2011

CBC, Avian/Nonmammalian

Specimen Required: 1 M-GRNTT or 1 M-LTT
Air dried peripheral blood smears
Minimum: 100 ul whole blood for CBC

If you are able to submit a green 
microtainer, a WBC count will be 
performed.  If you send peripheral 
blood smears, a WBC estimate will be 
done from review of the peripheral 
blood smears. Either way, it is always 
best to submit well-prepared fresh air-
dried peripheral blood smears with your 
blood sample.

Same day

Day(s) Test Set Up: Monday through Saturday

(AM/PM)

Reported Time:

Hemacytometer/Centrifugation

Comments: Includes WBC, differential, and 
hematocrit
Available as a "follow-up" to be 
performed within 30 days of original 
CBC.  Previous case ID is required to 
activate the discounted price.

36

Normal Test Value:

Test Alias: Avian/Nonmammalian CBC

See Report
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